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1.  THE EASTERN COASTAL PARTY, under C. T. Madigan, B.Sc.
Rhodes Scholar, to map and investigate the coastline beyond the
Mertz Glacier.
2.  THE NEAR-EASTERN PARTY, led by F. L. Stillwell, B.Sc,,
geologist, to chart and investigate the interesting coast between
the station and the Mertz Glacier Tongue ; also to act as supporting
party to the other eastern teams.
3.  THE SOUTHERN OR MAGNETIC POLAR PARTY, in charge of
Lieutenant R. Bage, R,E. (Austral.), B.E., whose journey would be
made entirely over the plateau towards the interior of the continent,
4.  THE WESTERN PARTY, in charge of F. H. Bickerton, which
was to extend the exploration of the coastal highlands visited by
Madigan in the spring and to experiment with the air-tractor
sledge.
5.  THE FAR-EASTERN PARTY, under Dr. Mawson, whose inten-
tion was to push rapidly with the dogs eastward over the northern
slopes of the plateau, his course lying between the routes of the
Eastern Coastal Party and of the Southern Party, though nearer
to the former.    He naturally expected to reach much farther than
would be possible for Madigan.
In addition to these five exploratory parties, Bage's team was
allotted a supporting party to assist as far as possible, consistent
with returning to the station by the end of November, Three-
men units were the invariable rule, and all except Mawson's were
hand-sledgers because of the shortage of dogs. It was impossible
for any of the parties to leave the shelter of the hut until November
8th when Madigan's and StillwelFs teams pulled their sledges up
to Aladdin's Cave. Here they were detained by a 5 5-mile wind
on the 9th; but they set off next day on a south-easterly course
that rose a hundred feet in each mile.* Many crevasses, from i foot
to 200 feet in width were encountered. A blizzard that worked
itself up to 80 m,p,h. then prevented progress until November i6th
when Mawson's Party was met, by appointment, 18 miles from
Cape Denison, at a height of 2,500 feet. The combined parties
spent a very happy evening, now a revered memory for all but
two of those young explorers. Madigan says : " We were nearly
all university graduates. We knew that this would be our last
evening together; and Dr. Mertz; sang the old German student
song: Studio auf einer Rets"
Mawson then handed his final instructions to Madigan who,
1AH miles on this expedition are statute unless otherwise stated